Flvytrapm News

Grants To Be Used To Improve Chances for the Iconic Venus Flytrap

August 1, 2025: Southern Conservation Partners—fiscal sponsor for the organizationVenus
Flytrap Champions—has been awarded two grants that will fund research aimed at identifying
potential sites for reestablishing or newly establishing Venus flytrap (Dionaea muscipula)
populations in the Coastal Plain of North Carolina.

Totaling $35,000, the grants from the Felburn Foundation and the Burt’s Bees Greater Good
Foundation will enable Venus Flytrap Champions to investigate the feasibility of establishing
populations in this region at historical sites where suitable habitat still exists, and at newly
located appropriate habitats in that same region. Such suitable habitat must be on “safe” or
protected sites with habitat under appropriate long-term management. Field work will be
undertaken by both contracted field biologists and supervised volunteers beginning this summer.

Many current Venus flytrap populations have fewer than 100 individuals—well below the
minimum population size for maintaining genetic diversity. Project goals are to evaluate
historical sites and determine if suitable habitat still exists and what needs to be done to improve
and maintain it. The existing NASA DEVELOP National Program study of 2021, which mapped
potential Venus flytrap habitat (see map here), will guide the research. Investigators will
determine whether landowners/managers of identified sites are willing to accept flytraps for
planting, will agree to manage habitat appropriately, and would consider protecting the sites by a
donated or purchased conservation easement or other protection mechanism.

Background:

In light of the current active threats to existing Venus flytrap populations in counties along the
Atlantic Coast from development and associated drainage, as well as continuing sea level rise, it
is appropriate and necessary to determine the feasibility of establishing new and augmenting
existing flytrap populations on high-quality existing habitat. The 2023 decision of the US Fish &
Wildlife Service not to list the Venus flytrap as an endangered or threatened species does not
mean that this unique species is secure and does not need our help.

Southern Conservation Partners is a non-profit organization that helps promote innovative
collaborations designed to conserve and care for the South’s natural and cultural heritage and
ecological health. Among its sponsored projects is Venus Flytrap Champions (VFC), which was
created in 2021.

Venus Flytrap Champions recognizes and assists landowners, land managers, and residents in
the Carolinas who want to care for populations of this rare carnivorous species. VFC believes



https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/99561d03dac2476780c683a4f97118ba?fbclid=IwAR1MtGO4m5jbMYL2gY_EejPjM3j4-fx7RdSXQqeIEgd0U-tL5nNKpwwKQjI
https://www.conservationsouth.org/
https://www.venusflytrapchampions.org/

landowners can play a significant role in maintaining and increasing the remaining habitat for the
Venus flytrap and the other insectivorous and uncommon plant species that grow with it. We
collaborate with government agencies and nonprofit organizations to create a support network
for people managing Venus flytrap habitat on private property.

Requested Input:

A conference call to engage field biologists to identify and report high-quality existing habitat
suitable for restoring Venus flytrap populations will be scheduled this summer. Land managers,
botanists, preserve and park staff, and others who may have knowledge or access to suitable
flytrap habitat will be invited to participate. Contact Julie Moore here if you would like to be
notified of this conference call or want to submit your suggestions.


https://www.venusflytrapchampions.org/contactdonate.html

